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Session 6 – Principle #7 Equal Rights, Not Equal Things (40min.) [Disc 2] 

Principle #8 Unalienable Rights (26 min.) - [Disc 2] 
Principle 7 - The proper role of government is to protect equal rights, not provide equal things. The 
Founders recognized that the people cannot delegate to their government any power except that which 
they have the lawful right to exercise themselves. 
 
1. Hiring a policeman or fireman is really creating ____________________. 
 
2. What authority can people delegate to government? 
3. If an act would be a crime for a person to do, then the government ______________. 
4. When government begins taking from the rich, it will soon begin taking from  _______. 
5. The Founders made sure there was no __________________ for becoming rich. 
6. The Founders term for taking from the “haves” and giving to the “have-nots” is called __________. 
 
7. What does the term “utopia” mean? 
8. Sam Adams said they had made the utopian schemes of leveling _________________. 
 
9. Ben Franklin described several kinds of compassion which he said was counter-productive.  Name 
two. 
 
10. The Founders believed it was a _____________of________to take care of the poor.  
11. The Founders’ formula for helping the poor might be called ______________compassion.  
12. It included:  Do not help the needy __________________. 
13. Give the poor the satisfaction of “ __________________________________.” 
14. Allow the poor to climb the “________________   __________________.”  
15. Do not prolong help to the point where it becomes ____________________. 
 
16. Describe the first two levels of “fixed responsibility.”  
 
17. Describe the next two levels of “fixed responsibility.” 
 
18. Describe the last two levels of “fixed responsibility.” 
 
19.  Write the 7th Principle of Liberty. 
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Principle 8 - Mankind are endowed by God with certain unalienable rights. "Those rights, then, which 

God and nature have established, and are therefore called natural rights, such as are life and liberty, 

need not the aid of human laws to be more effectually invested in every man than they are; neither do 

they receive any additional strength when declared by the municipal [or state] laws to be inviolable. On 

the contrary, no human legislation has power to abridge or destroy them, unless the owner [of the right] 

shall himself commit some act that amounts to a forfeiture." - William Blackstone 

 

1. John Locke concluded that no one has a right to destroy or rule over another because we all have 

the same _________________________. 

 

2. What are the two main categories of rights? 

 

3. What makes a right inalienable? 

 

4. Give two examples of inalienable rights. 

 

5. What makes a right vested? 

 

6. Give two examples of vested rights. 

 

7. What are the three great inalienable rights? 

 

8. Why are property rights essential to the pursuit of happiness? 

 

9. What is the purpose of vested rights? 

 

10. Put these words and phrases in order of their occurrence:  government, inalienable rights, vested 

rights. 

 

11. Write the 8th Principle of Liberty. 

 


