
The Process of Switching Bibles at TLCC and  

Preparing Some Pew Bibles for Visitors 

Purpose:  

1. I wanted to spotlight in an all church event that we were changing “pulpit Bible” versions.  

2. I wanted to encourage new people to start bringing their Bibles to church and get involved in 

the Word. 

3. I wanted to get people to thinking and acting upon their responsible to share their testimony 

and the Gospel with people they are around.  

Therefore we… 

Coupled the handing out of the Bibles with a summer sermon series theme (Won’t You Be My 

Neighbor?) focusing on Evangelism and introducing the concept of “Neighborhood Block Parties.” 

The sermon with which we handed out the Bibles was from Matthew’s & Zacchaeus’ “parties” where 

they introduced their friends to Jesus.  We set up tables and had small pieces of sub sandwiches and 

water served to the tables.  We also had communion set up to be served by each other at the tables to 

emphasize “community” among a small group of friends.  

WE handed out the ESV outreach Bible (http://www.christianbook.com/esv-share-good-news-outreach-

bible/9781433519451/pd/519451?item_code=WW&netp_id=762071&event=ESRCN&view=details) 

after we had designed a personalized cover to put on top of the existing cover. It looks professional!  On 

http://www.christianbook.com/esv-share-good-news-outreach-bible/9781433519451/pd/519451?item_code=WW&netp_id=762071&event=ESRCN&view=details
http://www.christianbook.com/esv-share-good-news-outreach-bible/9781433519451/pd/519451?item_code=WW&netp_id=762071&event=ESRCN&view=details


the back we posted the times of our services, our website and office hours. 

 

We are estimating that the personalized covers cost about $2 each and a dollar for installation.   We are 

asking members to donate $6 for an outreach Bible so that we will have about $1 to build up future 

reserves as “pew Bibles” to give to new comers.  

In the sermon time I challenged people to personalize a pew Bible by writing out the following 

information in the front two blank pages.  

 “One of the key factors that led me to take Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior was… 

“Becoming a Christian has caused me to…” 

Then I posted on PowerPoint and challenged them to write the following information within the first 

two blank pages:  

“God’s word answers the question, ‘What must I do to be saved?’” 
The Bible contains God’s will for us - Ps 19:7-8, pg. 391 
All disobedience to God  is sin -1 Jn. 3:4, pg. 878 
We’ve all sinned - Ro. 3:23,  pg. 806 
Wages of sin is death  - Ro. 6:23, pg. 808 
Jesus is God in the flesh - Jn. 1:14, pg. 758 
Jesus paid the debt of our sin  - Ro. 5:6-9, 807 
Man must respond to God’s grace - Jn. 1:12-13, 758  



 The Bible says to BELIEVE— John 8:24, 765  
 The Bible says to REPENT— Luke 13:3, 745   
 The Bible says to CONFESS— Ro. 10:9, 810  
 The Bible says to be BAPTIZED—Ac. 2:38, 779  
 The Bible says to be FAITHFUL— Re. 2:10, 884  
 
We also printed on labels the following information to cover “the sinner’s prayer” found in the back of 
the Bible on page 899.   
 
WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT BEING SAVED? 
The question is NOT have I done enough to be saved. Salvation is by the Grace of God through faith in 
Jesus Christ’s sacrificial atonement.  You can’t earn salvation, but neither is it fruitless or cheap.  You 
can’t claim to be saved and refuse to respond to its truths as the Bible describes.  If you pose the 
question “What does the Bible say about being saved?” you will find the following statements clearly 
stated by either Jesus or one the Apostles.  “You will die in your sins; if you do not believe that I (Jesus) 
am the one I claim to be.” (Jn. 8:24) “Unless you repent (change the way you think and act), you too will 
all perish.” (Lk. 13:3) “If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” (Ro. 10:9) “Repent and be baptized, everyone of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.” (Ac. 2:38) “Be faithful, even to the point of death, 
and I will give you the crown of life.” (Rev. 2:10) 
 
I also took the opportunity to give a little history of the Sinner’s Prayer on my Sermon listening sheet 

(blog). 

http://dougdelp.wordpress.com/2011/06/23/bible-fellowship-study-guide-%E2%80%9Chost-a-

dinner%E2%80%A6for-friends%E2%80%9D-luke-527-39-mt-910-13-mk-215-17-luke-191-10/ 
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