
Q: What does the Bible say about bap-
tism? 

A: Jesus Christ himself instituted the prac-
tice of Christian baptism. In giving his 
apostles the ―Great Commission,‖ he 
said: “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. Therefore 
go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
and teaching them to obey everything I 
have commanded you. And surely I am 
with you always, to the very end of the 
age.” (Mt. 28:18-20) Following Christ’s 
resurrection and ascension, on the day 
of Pentecost Peter delivered the first 
―Christian sermon.‖ On that day “Those 
who accepted his message were bap-
tized, and about three thousand were 
added to their number that day.” (Acts 
2:41) Wherever the New Testament 
message of Jesus Christ has gone in to 
the world, baptism (immersion) has 
been described as a ―clothing yourself 
with Christ‖ (Gal. 3:27)and  a ―washing 
your sins away,‖ (Ac. 22:16). Bible bap-
tism was always by immersion and 
identified and illustrated a statement of 
faith in and personal choice to accept 
Jesus as their Lord and Savior.  (Mt. 
3:13-16; Mk. 16:16; Ac. 2:38; Ac. 8:12-
13, 36-39; 10:47-48; 16:14-15, 32-33; 
18:8.  
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be found at http://
www.christiancourier.com/articles/886-what-
is-the-history-of-infant-sprinkling   

  

Q: Who can baptize me?  Can it be someone 
other than the preacher? 

A: The Bible does not give such detailed require-
ments.  A good assumption and policy is that 
the person who has mentored (discipled) you 
into Christ is the perfect person to baptize 
you. Often times one of the ministers will ad-
minister baptism, but they are not required.  A 
responsible adult should be involved and as-
sist in the logistics for safety, and communica-
tion of the necessary information with the 
office.  

  
 Q: What should I do if I am ready to be bap-

tized? 
A: Contact the person that has helped you un-

derstand God’s will for your life.  One of the 
ministers can make sure the calendar is clear 
for your baptism celebration. Check your cal-
endar and make a list of those special people 
you want to make sure are in attendance.   

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 
 
 

Timber Lake Christian Church 
 
Office Hours:  
 Monday—Friday 9am– 12noon, 1-3pm. 
Email: 
 tlcc@timberlakechristian.org 
Phone: 
 660.263.4168 
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Q: Is baptism a part of the Gospel’s salva-

tion message? 
A: Yes, the Gospel was never preached in 

the Bible that baptism was not expressly 
commanded or immediately adminis-
tered.  2:38; Ac. 8:12-13, 36-39; 10:47-
48; 16:14-15, 32-33; 18:8 

  

Q: If the thief on the cross didn’t have to 
get baptized why should I? 

A: The thief on the cross went to heaven 
without submitting to New Testament 
baptism because Jesus had not died. His 
last will and testament (The New Testa-
ment) was not in effect yet. Jn. 19:28; He. 
9:11-17.  The first call for baptism for the 
remission of sin and to receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit was on the day of Pente-
cost by Peter according to  Ac. 2:38.  

  
Q: What is the procedure for getting bap-

tized? 
A: Once you have studied the scriptures con-

cerning God’s plan for salvation and the 
meaning of baptism you can go to the 
cross at the end of the worship service as 
a response to the message. Or if you 
have planned ahead for the baptism it 

What does TLCC teach about baptism? 

can take place at the beginning of the Sun-
day morning service.  A baptism can take 
place at any other agreed upon time, 
much like the Bible’s example of “the 
same hour of the night” in Ac. 16:33. Can-
didates will be assisted and led in a simple 
expression of their commitment to Christ.  
It may be as simple as repeating after the 
leader “I believe – that Jesus is the Christ – 
and I accept Him – as my Lord and Sav-
ior.”  Towels and baptismal garments are 
supplied in the dressing room.  The indi-
vidual officiating the baptism is responsible 
for notifying the office with information 
needed for the baptismal certificate and 
plans to have the baptism garments 
cleaned.   

 

 Q: When is a child ready to be baptized? 
 A: Acts chapter 10 is an excellent study of 

what kind of person and what level of un-
derstanding is required for baptism.   Cor-
nelius was a virtuous and prayerful man, 
he desired a closer relationship with God.  
Once he  was  informed about the saving 
death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ and the potential forgiveness of sins 
through that sacrifice Peter was shocked 
to see the Holy Spirit’s reaction to the 
Gentile believers.  Peter asked the ques-
tion with amazement: “Can anyone keep 
these people from being baptized?” Any 
child that begins to develop a conscience 
of right and wrong and an understanding 
of Jesus’ atoning death and resurrection is 
encouraged to study the Bble with their 
parents, a youth sponsor or one of our 
ministers.   

  

Q: What should I wear, or bring, for my 
baptism? 

A: You can come wearing your regular 
clothes with an extra set of under-
clothes; or, you can bring your clothes 
for baptism and change before the ser-
vice begins. Candidates may use  white 
garments that are stored in the chang-
ing room which should be worn over 
underclothes. 

Recommended wear: Men and boys: 
swimsuit, shorts or pants, with a shirt. 
Women and girls: swimsuit, with cover 
of shorts or pants, and shirt.  Both: any 
other items you want to get 
“presentable.” Hair dryer and a towel 
is provided. 

Remember: You are 
going to be com-
pletely wet, and 
some clothes can 
become transpar-
ent (for this rea-
son, dark colored 
clothes are bet-
ter).   

 
 

Q: I was sprinkled as a child, do I need to 
be immersed too? 

A:  Yes, the only mode of baptism in the Bi-
ble is precisely what is indicated by the 
Greek word baptizo: immersion. The 
book of Acts contains multiple accounts 
of baptism, and in every instance, the 
candidate for baptism was immersed. 
Acts 10:48; Acts 16:31-33; Acts 22:16 An 
historical review of Infant baptism may 
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