
Same Sex Marriage issue 
TLCC’s official position: 

1. Once it becomes clear that same-sex marriage is to be legally embraced in the state of  
MO our church will no longer do weddings, nor allow our facilities to be used for 
weddings of members, nor nonmembers. (e.g. officiating for and signing state marriage 
licenses)   We will then transition to doing Marriage Covenant Ceremonies for members 
only. 

a. We are assuming the government will have much more difficulty enforcing 
churches to allow same-sex couples to be regarded as members in good 
standing of the church.   

b. We are also assuming that our Shepherding policy will prevent an openly same-
sex couple from being a member in good standing at our church. 
http://dougdelp.files.wordpress.com/2012/06/church-shepherding-policy1.pdf 

c. We also assume that writing a prohibition toward same-sex marriage in our 
bylaws would make us appear to be “homophobic”.   We are not anti-
homosexual as much as we are pro-family as defined in the Bible.  
 

2. Once same-sex marriage is forced upon Missouri citizens, and we are asked to officiate 
or provide a facility for a wedding we will say.   

a. We don’t do weddings. (solemnizing legal relationships in compliance to 
state/federal laws.) 

b. We do Marriage Covenant ceremonies for members of TLCC that are in good 
standing. (Once a couple [at least one being a member, both being Christians] 
has gotten their marriage license obligations planned or fulfilled by someone 
licensed by the state to do so they can come to TLCC for a Marriage Covenant 
Ceremony.  
 

3. Timber Lake Christian church requires its ministers to have a Marriage Covenant Policy 
which includes requirements for pre-marriage counseling before officiating a Marriage 
Covenant Ceremony.  https://dougdelp.files.wordpress.com/2012/04/dougs-marriage-
covenant-policy.pdf 

 
4. Pre-marriage counseling is taken seriously at Timber Lake Christian 

http://dougdelp.files.wordpress.com/2012/04/premarriage-counseling-class.pdf 
 

5. The process of making this change is listed below marking time backwards was as 
follows.  

a. Present – Policies waiting for MO court rulings to indicate Same-Sex Marriage is 
the law of the land 

b. June 2013 – Sermon series announced to the congregation: 
http://dougdelp.wordpress.com/2013/06/23/623-the-family-that-works-lev-19-
20/ 

c. May 2013 – Elders adopted a plan to no longer allow ministers of TLCC or the 
building to be used for legal sanctioning of wedding license at the time same-sex 
marriage became the law of the land.  The plan involved not addressing the 
issue in the Bylaws lest we become viewed as homophobic.  Why address 
homosexuality in the Bylaws, but not adultery, fornication and pornography? We 
made sure to have all sexual sins discussed in the Shepherding policy.  It also 
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required us to adjust the Facility Use Policy and for the ministers to develop a 
Marriage Covenant Policy.  

d. January - April 2013 – Doug included current information on the Elders’ 
agenda for discussion and molding of principles and a policy: 

e. July 2013 – Doug introduced the coming challenge from the pulpit. 
 
FROM FOCUS ON THE FAMILY - As the same-sex marriage movement has gained steam over 
the last few years, one of the most-repeated refrains for it has been, "How does legalizing 
someone else's same-sex relationship threaten you?" The line of thinking behind that argument 
is that as long as clergymen aren't forced to perform same-sexceremonies in a church, religious 
freedom has been protected. Unfortunately, as we've seen time and again over the last several 
years, the situation simply doesn't play out that way in the public square. 
    
  My colleagues, Stuart Shepard and Jeff Johnston, discussed the threat same-sex marriage and 
civil unions pose to religious freedom on the most recent CitizenLink Report. Watch this 
important video update > 

  
 

A quick look at just a handful of recent examples illustrates this point vividly: 
 
 Bakery owners in both Colorado and Oregon face complaints for refusing 

to make cakes for same-sex ceremonies. The Oregon attorney general's 
office is investigating the latter, and that baker could face a fine up to 
$50,000. 

  

•  A Christian photographer in New Mexico was fined by the state civil rights commission for 
refusing to photograph a same-sex commitment ceremony. 

  

•  
Chick-fil-A endured a nationwide boycott and its franchises were sprayed with graffiti after one 
of its executives said he supports the biblical definition of family. Mayors in major cities from 
coast to coast said the franchise was not welcome to operate in their jurisdictions, while 
student groups tried to force other franchises off of college campuses. 

  
 
 
 
 
 

In Colorado, where a civil unions bill is currently being considered, a state senator told his 
colleagues that anyone adhering to a biblical view of marriage should, in effect, join a 
convent. Unfortunately, we already know the logical conclusion to this line of thinking, because 
we've seen it abroad: In Holland, all schools must teach positively about homosexuality; in 
Denmark, all churches must allow same-sex weddings; and a Canadian politician recently said 
publicly supporting biblical marriage is "against Canadian law" because same-sex marriage is 
legal there.  Christians must speak out on these issues in kindness and truth, defending God's 
design for marriage while demonstrating love for those who disagree. There's simply too much 
on the line to stay silent.  
 
FROM SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION LAWYER  -
 http://www.bpnews.net/BPnews.asp?ID=39695 
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