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(The below article is obviously opposed to cremation.  Notice how many of its statements 
assume God has made a declarative statement in the Bible regarding cremation. But it then 
uses the terms “universal law and practice of God’s people” as the source of those commands.”  
Notice that Dr. Knuteson assumes that cremation is always a clear desecration against the body 
even though the Bible includes other elements that suggest God’s judgment [eg. Stoning, 
hanging, bodies left unburied].  A permanent resting place for the ashes and a dignified 
memorial service is never considered. The italicized sentences in parenthesis throughout this 
article are aimed at providing alternative perspectives that are open to cremation. Periodically a 
(?) is inserted indicating an interest in documentation.  Cremation, embalming, and organ 
donation are personal decisions that have no bearing on one’s salvation and neither 
condemned nor promoted in Scripture. Consider 
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2002/may21/27.66.html ) 
 
 
Is cremation Christian? Many apparently think so since it has gained such wide acceptance in 
recent years even among professing Christians. The ministers of America are strangely silent 
on the subject and very few church attendees have ever heard a sermon on the subject, much 
less studied the matter themselves. (Could this not be an indicative of the Bible’s relative silence 
on the subject?) 
 
Historically, cremation was considered a pagan method of disposing of the human body. 
Today, however, human reasoning, cultural acceptance, and economic factors determine what 
is right and what is wrong when it comes to funeral procedures, rather than the Word of God. 
 
The Revelation on Cremation 
For committed Christians, the issue is: “What does the Bible say about cremation?” Our faith is 
grounded in the Judeo-Christian ethic, which means that we must consider what the Old and 
New Testaments say on this important subject, which will eventually affect every person. 
(Hebrews 9:27). 
 
The Old Testament 
Is there scriptural allowance for cremation in the Old Testament?  
The answer is “No!”  

1. The universal law and practice of God’s people (?) Israel was to bury the body, not burn 
it. Take 

a. Abraham, for example. As the “Father of the Faithful,” he chose to purchase a 
plot of ground for 400 shekels of silver as a place for burying his wife Sarah 
(Genesis 23:14). Why did he do that? Because it was the scriptural way (?) to 
care for the dead. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were all buried, as were the more 
than two million Israelites who died in the desert. 

b. The Old Testament forbade the Jews from following the customs of their pagan 
neighbours, and specifically ordered them to bury dead bodies (Deut. 21:23)1.  (It 

                                                           
1
 Deut 21:18-23  If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who does not obey his father and mother and will not 

listen to them when they discipline him, 19 his father and mother shall take hold of him and bring him to the 
elders at the gate of his town. 20 They shall say to the elders, "This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious. He will 
not obey us. He is a profligate and a drunkard." 21 Then all the men of his town shall stone him to death. You 

http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2002/may21/27.66.html


was also the custom for people to have multiple wives and servants.  Should we 
presume those are worthy “universal laws and practices” for today’s church. This 
logic assumes cremation was a custom being repudiated rather than human 
sacrifice.  Is it fair to say they were specifically ordered to bury dead bodies when 
no other practice was considered at the time?  It would be one thing if the Bible 
forbade cremation and said burial was the only appropriate method.  The Bible 
demonstrates people burying people with dignity in a permanent place. Likewise 
cremation can be done with dignity and interment at a permanent place.) 
 

c. When Moses died, God buried him in Moab (Deut. 34:6)2. Since that is God’s 
method, should it not be ours? (When do we assume using God’s methods are 
necessary for all cultures and for all time? E.g. casting lots for major decisions3, )   

 
2. The Jewish commentary on the Law (the Mishna) denounced cremation as “an 

idolatrous practice.”  (Is the Mishna inspired by God and regarded as a Christian’s 
measure of faith and action?) 
 

3. The only case of a body being burned in Israel is recorded in Joshua 7:154. Achan and 
his family were stoned to death, and their bodies were ordered to be burned because of 
their horrible sin of rebellion against a holy God.  (So what was the sign of God’s 
judgment, the stoning, the burning, or both? Is it being left on open ground and the 
bones scattered by wild animals?  Why do some people just focus on the action of 
burning a body as being an exclusive sign of God’s judgment?) 

 
4. Burning a body was a demonstration of God’s “fierce anger” in Bible days (Joshua 

7:26)5.  (Was the stoning not a part of that process?)   Should our remains be disgraced 
in this same way? (Why in this paper is fire only viewed as God’s condemnation rather 
than God’s means of purify the earthly in preparation for eternity?) Amos 26 records the 
unpardonable sin of Moab, which was the burning of the bones of Edom’s king (v. 1). 
The result of that sin of cremation in the 8th century BC was a God-sent “fire upon Moab.” 
Burning has always been a demonstration of God’s wrath. (or method of purification) It is 
therefore not a fitting practice at biblical funerals.  (This is a leap of logic!) 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
must purge the evil from among you. All Israel will hear of it and be afraid. 22 If a man guilty of a capital offense 
is put to death and his body is hung on a tree, 23 you must not leave his body on the tree overnight. Be sure to 
bury him that same day, because anyone who is hung on a tree is under God's curse. You must not desecrate the 
land the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance.  

2
 Deut 34:5-7 And Moses the servant of the Lord died there in Moab, as the Lord had said. 6 He buried him in Moab, 

in the valley opposite Beth Peor, but to this day no one knows where his grave is.  
3
 Acts 1:23-26   So they proposed two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as Justus) and Matthias. 24 Then 

they prayed, "Lord, you know everyone's heart. Show us which of these two you have chosen 25 to take over this 
apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where he belongs." 26 Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; 
so he was added to the eleven apostles.   

4
 Josh 7:15  He who is caught with the devoted things shall be destroyed by fire, along with all that belongs to him. 

He has violated the covenant of the Lord and has done a disgraceful thing in Israel!'"  
5
 Josh 7:25-26   Then all Israel stoned him, and after they had stoned the rest, they burned them. 26 Over Achan 

they heaped up a large pile of rocks, which remains to this day. Then the Lord turned from his fierce anger. 
Therefore that place has been called the Valley of Achor ever since.  

6
 Amos 2:1  "For three sins of Moab, even for four, I will not turn back [my wrath]. Because he burned, as if to lime, 

the bones of Edom's king,  



 
The New Testament 
 

1. In New Testament times the only bodies that were burned were those of criminals. 
(Since that time hundreds of thousands of saints of God have been burned alive and 
after their death. The logic being that they would have no body for the after-life7.  This is 
human logic not biblical teaching. Burning speaks to the human psyche, so God and 
Satan have used it to communicate their preferred messages: For God, messages of 
judgment AND cleansing:  for Satan, messages of suffering and power.) 

2. The place of cremation was the garbage dump in the Valley of Hinnom, which was 
located just outside the walls of the Holy City. There, in ancient times, human sacrifices 
were offered (2 Chron. 33:6)8 and the continuous burning of rubbish illustrated for the 
Jewish people unending judgment upon the wicked. Jesus used the word “Gehenna” as 
a picture of Hell, where “the worm does not die and the fire is not quenched” (Mark 
9:48)9. Burning was the symbol of shame and disgrace, hardly the proper imagery for a 
Christian funeral. (Again, shame and disgrace are not the only messages God 
communicates with the picture of fire.)  

3. Jesus said that the dead should be buried, not burned (Matt. 8:22)10. (This is not an 
accurate statement; he was responding to a request about discipleship, totally unrelated 
to the issue of handling dead bodies.) Our Lord’s own body was carefully placed in a 
tomb. He was “buried,” the Scripture says. (He also walked everywhere he went. When 
does what happened to Jesus become a universal law when He nowhere else 
addresses the issue?) 

4. Our identification with Christ in His death is said to be a “burial” (Romans 6:4)11. 
Believer’ baptism graphically pictures that spiritual relationship. Cremation therefore, is a 
violation and a distortion of that scriptural object lesson. It must not be done.  

5. Every funeral in the New Testament included a burial, even for such persons as 
Annanias and Sapphira, and Judas! (Matt. 27:7-10)12. (So, wouldn’t this very point 
illustrate that the burning of the body is not a universal statement of God’s judgment?)  It 
is therefore a statement of gross ignorance for any Christian to say, “There is nothing in 
the Bible that forbids cremation.”  I haven’t seen anything yet! 

 
 
 

                                                           
7
 http://home.comcast.net/~burokerl/burning_at_the_stake.htm  

8
 2 Chron 33:6  He sacrificed his sons in the fire in the Valley of Ben Hinnom, practiced sorcery, divination and 

witchcraft, and consulted mediums and spiritists. He did much evil in the eyes of the Lord, provoking him to 
anger. 

9
 Mark 9:47-48  And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with 

one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into hell, 48 where "'their worm does not die, and the fire is not 
quenched.'  

10
 Matt 8:20-22   Jesus replied, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to 
lay his head." 21 Another disciple said to him, "Lord, first let me go and bury my father." 22 But Jesus told him, 
"Follow me, and let the dead bury their own dead."  

11
 Rom 6:4  We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised 
from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.  

12
 Matt 27:7-10   So they decided to use the money to buy the potter's field as a burial place for foreigners. 8 That is 
why it has been called the Field of Blood to this day. 9 Then what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet was 
fulfilled: "They took the thirty silver coins, the price set on him by the people of Israel, 10 and they used them to 
buy the potter's field, as the Lord commanded me."  

http://home.comcast.net/~burokerl/burning_at_the_stake.htm


 
The Origins of Cremation 
According to the historical records, the idea of reducing a dead body to ashes originated in 
heathen lands.  (Should we discuss the origins of Christmas and Easter traditions here as well?  
Man’s ignorance and religious history should not dictate what is right or wrong.  Our measure of 
faith and action is the Bible alone.)   
 

1. The Romans, who also invented a crucifixion kind of death, were among the first to 
practice this abhorrent custom.  
 

2. The Hindus in India have always burned their dead and then sprinkled the ashes on the 
Ganges River. Since they believe in reincarnation they want to dispose of the body 
quickly so that the next incarnation can take place.  

 
3. Should Christians emulate the Hindus? Interestingly, Christians in India believe that 

cremation is as pagan as idol worship, and therefore always bury their dead. (This is 
reasonable based upon Paul’s principles of the weaker brother13. If I were in India I 
wouldn’t promote cremation either.)  
 

4. Cremation came to America via the uncivilized and non-Christian peoples of the Middle 
Ages. (As did the medical practice of surgery.  Most church leaders spoke against these 
procedures as well.14) 

 
5. These same pagans bored out the eyes of Christians, tore out their tongues, burned 

them at the stake, and fed them to the lions.  
 

6. The first crematorium in America was built in Washington, Pennsylvania in 1876 by 
some very ungodly and atheistic men. The Roman Catholic Church responded very 
quickly to the spreading of this evil practice by banning it in 1886. Long before that date 
however, Christian pastors spoke out against this practice and condemned this pagan 
way of disposing of a Christian’s body. 

 
It is therefore a rather recent development in our country, and sadly, it has now been adopted 
by many Christians as just another way to get rid of a dead body. 
 
Some Christians respond to this revelation by saying: “We know that cremation doesn’t cause 
anyone to by-pass the judgment as some believe, and therefore it doesn’t matter how we 
dispose of a loved one’s body.” Oh, yes it does! (I see no biblical evidence yet.) 
 
 
 

                                                           
13

 1 Cor 8:7-13  But not everyone knows this. Some people are still so accustomed to idols that when they eat such 
food they think of it as having been sacrificed to an idol, and since their conscience is weak, it is defiled. 8 But food 
does not bring us near to God; we are no worse if we do not eat, and no better if we do. 9 Be careful, however, that 
the exercise of your freedom does not become a stumbling block to the weak. 10 For if anyone with a weak 
conscience sees you who have this knowledge eating in an idol's temple, won't he be emboldened to eat what has 
been sacrificed to idols? 11 So this weak brother, for whom Christ died, is destroyed by your knowledge. 12 When 
you sin against your brothers in this way and wound their weak conscience, you sin against Christ. 13 Therefore, if 
what I eat causes my brother to fall into sin, I will never eat meat again, so that I will not cause him to fall.  

14
 http://www.oldandsold.com/articles28/pope-and-science-6.shtm 



 
SOME ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. For a person to request cremation for themselves or another person is to go against the 
Bible and all of sacred history (?).  

2. Burial is the only biblical method as we await the resurrection, and no amount of 
reasoning about burial space, the sanitation of this method, and the high costs of 
funerals can change that. The question of cremation is not debatable, for God has 
spoken the final word.  

3. The Word of God is very clear on this subject, both by direct statements and spiritual 
examples(?). As Christians we are not permitted to do with our bodies as we please. 
Indeed, we are challenged to exalt Jesus Christ in our bodies, “whether by life or by 
death.” (Phil. 2:20)15. 
 

Cremation Conclusions 
1. Cremation is of heathen origin and therefore is unscriptural and non-Christian. Any 

practice, regardless of its nature, that is contrary to God’s Holy Word is to be shunned by 
all conscientious believers16. 

2. Cremation removes the healing process that takes place naturally through a Christian 
burial. (The following traditions are no reflection on the process of cremation itself. 
Cremation with the cremains placed in a Columbarium on the church property would be 
very permanent, very respectful and able to communicate a tremendous testimony for 
the resurrection and gospel.) Usually, the four pounds of charred remains are sprinkled, 
in Hindu fashion, on some streams of water, or scattered by airplane to the four winds. 
Some people divide the ashes among the relatives so that each may have a part of their 
loved one’s remains. Others just leave the ashes with the mortician who will probably   
throw them in the city dump (Looking for some documentation here!?). When this 
happens, there is no committal of the body to the ground, no sacred place where the 
body is buried, and no place of remembrance in future years. 

3. There is something absolutely horrifying about the cremation process itself. The body is 
placed in a gas oven heated to 3,000 degrees (1,500 – 1,600) where it is burned to a 
crisp, and reduced to ashes.  (Have you reviewed the embalming or organ donation 
process?17) Can you imagine yourself being responsible for the cremation of the body of 
your mother or father, or a mate or your child? Understand, there is no loving concern as 
an unknown mortuary worker pushes the body into the flames and afterward crushes the 
remaining bones with a mallet before placing them in an urn. (How does one lovingly 
and respectfully drain the blood into the sewer replacing it with preservatives and 
puncture, drain and sanitize every internal organ?  How do you lovingly and respectfully 
remove someone’s cornea, heart, liver, lungs, or leg bones for the bone marrow?  How 
do you lovingly and respectfully cut the skin from the back in order to provide skin 
grafts?)  How different from a Christian burial, which is so beautifully illustrated by the 
burial of Jesus and others in the Bible. (Does this assumption include the embalming 
process?) 

4. Cremation dishonors the redeemed body of a Christian (?) and is the cheapest, legal 
way to avoid a sacred responsibility. It is a barbaric act that is unscriptural and therefore 
unwarranted. 
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 Phil 1:20  I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now 
as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. 

16
 http://www.oldandsold.com/articles28/pope-and-science-6.shtml 

17
 Embalming - http://www.funeral.org/articles/what-you-should-know-about-embalming.pdf 
Organ Donation - http://www.donatelifeny.org/organ/o_donationfacts_process.html  

http://www.funeral.org/articles/what-you-should-know-about-embalming.pdf
http://www.donatelifeny.org/organ/o_donationfacts_process.html


 
Based on the foregoing conclusions, I refuse to officiate at a funeral where the body is 
cremated. Believing this method to be non-Christian, I have resolved to officiate only at 
Christian burials and you ought to insist upon the same, both for yourself and your loved ones. 
“Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them.” Ephesians 
5:11. 
 
NB. This article may be freely distributed in its original form. For another copy of this study or for other 
materials like tracts and words of encouragement, please write to: 
“THE HOLY SCRIPTURES” 
POB 677, Hawkesbury, Ontario, K6A 3C8 CANADA 

E-mail: albouter@hawk.igs.net – Internet: http://www.theholyscriptures.org/alfredbouter/ 


