
If a Christian Commits Suicide,  
May He/She Still Be Forgiven? 

     This might seem like a perplexing question, but it does have an answer. Though 

the Christian who has committed suicide has committed a grave sin, he may still be 

forgiven.  But, in order to understand why a Christian who commits suicide is 

forgiven, we first need to understand what salvation is and what it is based upon. 

     Salvation is the state of being saved from God's judgment upon the sinner. The 

only way to be saved is to trust Jesus for the forgiveness of one's sins (John 14:6, 

Acts 4:12). All who do not trust Jesus alone, by faith (Rom. 5:1; Rom. 6:23; Eph. 

2:8-9) are not forgiven and go to hell when they die (Matt. 25:46; John 3:18). When 

Jesus forgives someone, He forgives all their sins and gives them eternal life and 

they shall never perish (John 10:28). He does not give them temporary eternal life -- 

otherwise, it would not be eternal.  

     Salvation is not something you can earn through works. This is because no one is 

saved by keeping the Law of God (Gal. 2:21; Rom. 3:24-28). But that does not 

mean that you can go and sin all you want. Rom. 6:1-3 expressly condemns such 

action.  A person is saved when he officially and completely accepts the gift of grace 

God offers through the death of Jesus Christ.  Just as a person accepts an 

inheritance by signing some papers and taking legal possession there are some 

commitments required to being “born again.”  Many church doctrines disagree over 
this but the Bible clearly says the following: 

Man must respond to God’s grace (Jn. 1:12-13) 

a. The Bible says to BELIEVE— I told you that you would die in your sins; if you 
do not believe that I am [the one I claim to be]. John 8:24 (He. 11:6; Ro. 5:8) 

b. The Bible says to REPENT—I tell you, no! But unless you repent , you too will 

all perish. Luke 13:3,  (Ac. 17:30,31; 2 Pe. 3:9; Lk. 15:17,18) 

c. The Bible says to CONFESS—That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is 

Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved. Ro. 10:9, (Mt. 10:32,33 Ro. 10:10; Mt. 16:14-17) 

d. The Bible says to be BAPTIZED—Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized , every 

one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. Ac. 

2:38, (Gal. 3:26,27; Ac. 22:16; 1 Pe. 3:21) 

e. The Bible says to be FAITHFUL—Be faithful, even to the point of death , and I 
will give you the crown of life. Re. 2:10, (Mt. 10:22; 1 Cor. 15:2) 

What about a person that is not a Christian? This also is a question that is bigger 

than a four page article can answer.  But, it is worth mentioning the following 
Scriptures that can provide a catalyst for more study.  

Luke 12:47-48  "That servant who knows his master's will and does not get ready 

or does not do what his master wants will be beaten with many blows. 48 But the 

one who does not know and does things deserving punishment will be beaten with 
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few blows. From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and 
from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.  

1 Tim 1:13-14 Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a 

violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief. 14 The 

grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love 
that are in Christ Jesus.  

Rom 2:7-8 To those who by persistence in doing good seek glory, honor and 

immortality, he will give eternal life. 8 But for those who are self-seeking and who 

reject the truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger. 

 

Some have eluded suicide to be the unforgivable sin.  Is that suicide? No. Suicide is 

not the unforgivable sin. Jesus spoke of the unforgivable sin in Matt. 12:22-32. The 

context is when the Pharisees accused Jesus of casting out demons by the power of 
the devil. Therefore, suicide is not the unforgivable sin. 

 

Is repentance necessary for salvation?  

     This is a good question and the answer is yes -- and no. Now, before you throw 

stones, hear me out. Repentance is an attitude of wanting to follow God, not a 

decision that is one way one day and another way the next.  In 1 John 1:9 it says, 

"If we confess our sins He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness." Confession of sin and its natural result of repentance are 

necessary elements of the Christian's life. But, what about the sins that we do not 

know we commit? If we do not confess them and do not repent of them, are we still 

saved? Of course we are! Otherwise, we would be forced to confess and repent of 

every single sin we ever commit. In effect, we'd be back under the Law, living by a 

rule of absolute repentance of every detail lest you be damned. This is bondage, not 

freedom. Jesus said His yoke was light, not hard (Matt. 11:27-30.   

     So, repentance is not the cause of salvation, but it is a result of salvation.  The 

believer repents from his sins upon trusting in Christ and thereafter, continues to 
repent of further sins that the Lord reveals to him. 

 

Back to the suicide issue. 

     Suicide is, in effect, self-murder. The unfortunate thing about it is that the one 

who commits it cannot repent of it. The damage is permanently done. We can see in 

the Bible that murderers have been redeemed (Moses, David, etc.), but they had 

opportunities to confess their sins and repent. With suicide, the person does not.  

But that does not mean the person is lost.  Jesus bore all that person's sins, 

including suicide. If Jesus bore that person's sins on the cross 2000 years ago, and if 

suicide was not covered, then the Christian was never saved in the first place and 

the one sin of suicide is able to undo the entire work of the cross of Christ. This 
cannot be. Jesus either saves completely or he does not.   
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Is suicide always wrong?  

     That I cannot answer because I cannot list every possible situation. But, it seems 

obvious that suicide is clearly wrong, though forgivable. However, there are general 
categories of suicide that we could briefly comment on: 

     Medically Assisted Suicide - I've never seen this as being acceptable. The doctor 

is supposed to save life, not destroy it. But, lately as destroying the lives of the 

unborn is more common place, destroying the lives of the sick has become the next 

logical step for our culture to take. That becomes humans playing God. 

     Suicide to prevent prolonged torture - Let's say that someone was being tortured 

in an excruciating manner for an unbearably long period of time, is suicide an 

option? Perhaps. But if it were in this situation, why wouldn't it be all right in the 

medically assisted context if the patient were also in excruciating pain for long 

periods of time? Quite honestly, I'm not sure how to answer that one, but God will 

perfectly. 

     Suicide due to depression - Of course, this is never a good reason for suicide. 

Seasons pass and so does depression. The one who is depressed needs to look to 

Jesus and get help. Depression is real and powerful and is best fought with help. 

Also, severe depression robs the mind of clear thinking. People in such states are not 

in their right mind. 

     Suicide due to a chemical imbalance in the brain - The human brain is incredibly 

complex and the medical community is full of accounts of extraordinary behaviors by 

people whose "circuits got crossed." I don't see how a situation like this would make 

it justifiable. I think it simply would make it more explainable. 

     Accidental suicide - Sometimes people accidentally kill themselves. This could 

mean leaning over a balcony too far and falling to one's death, or actually, 

purposefully taking a stupid risk like playing with a gun. Of course, with either, 

stupidity does not remove us from the grace of God. But then again, if it was an 
accident, it wouldn't be suicide would it? 

     Conclusion 

     Is the Christian forgiven for suicide? God’s word as He describes grace would 

seem to indicate that it is possible for suicide to be forgiven. It really comes down to 

trusting in God’s wisdom, grace, and perfect justice. But we must always remember 

that suicide is not an option. We do not have the right to take our own lives. That 
belongs to God.  

We must also remember that suicide is a symptom of a deeper problem.  Taking your own life is 
the desperate acknowledgement of a loss of hope.  It is the ultimate statement that life 
circumstances are unbearable and there is no apparent chance of it getting better. It is also a 
risky assumption thinking that things can’t get any worse than they already are. The deeper 
problem is the need for us to see the hope of eternal life and victory in the veracity of Jesus’ 
death and resurrection. The Bible teaches that this life is full of troubles and that our joy is based 
on the hope of heaven rather than an unrealistic expectation of comfort in this life (1 Peter 1:3-9). 

SCRIPTURES DESCRIBING GOD’S FORGIVENESS 

Ex 34:6-7 "The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, 

abounding in love and faithfulness, 7 maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, 

rebellion and sin. 



Ps 85:2 You forgave the iniquity of your people and covered all their sins. 

1 John 2:1-2 My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does 

sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense — Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.   

Lam 3:22-23 Because of the LORD's great love we are not consumed,  for his compassions 

never fail.  23 They are new every morning;  great is your faithfulness.  

Ps 32:1-2 Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 2 Blessed is 

the man whose sin the LORD does not count against him and in whose spirit is no deceit.  

Eph 1:7-9  In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance 
with the riches of God's grace 8 that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding.  

Heb 8:12  For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more."    

Isa 44:22 I have swept away your offenses like a cloud, your sins like the morning mist. Return 
to me, for I have redeemed you."  

Ps 103:11-14  For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those 
who fear him; 12 as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions 

from us. 13 As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on those 
who fear him; 14 for he knows how we are formed, he remembers that we are dust.  

Ps 130:3-5  If you, O LORD, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 4 But with you 
there is forgiveness; therefore you are feared.  5 I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his 

word I put my hope.  

Jer 33:7-8 I will cleanse them from all the sin they have committed against me and will forgive 

all their sins of rebellion against me.  

 


