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                        Gary Lynn Hargis Sr.  
                        June 24,  2013 
 
Order of Service 
Obituary-  

     Gary Lynn Hargis Sr., 68, of Moberly, passed away June 20, 2013 at Moberly 
Nursing and Rehab. Gary was born December 26, 1944 in Howard County Missouri to 
Howard Hargis and Marie Buckler Hargis. He was a lifelong resident of the Randolph and 
Howard County areas. Gary served his country honorably from February 28, 1968 through 
April 12, 1969 as a SeaBee in the United States Navy and later served in the U.S. Naval 
Reserves until 1974. On December 29, 1972 he married Lucille Jeffries. Gary worked for 
Machetta Excavating as an equipment operator prior to his retirement. He enjoyed fishing 
and hunting, playing cards and visiting with friends. He loved country music, westerns and 
being outdoors. Gary was a member of the Higbee Christian Church and the VFW. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, his wife Lucille Hargis, two brothers, Kenneth 
and Ardyth Hargis, and a stepdaughter, Kay Stodgell. 

Surviving Gary are his children: Gary Hargis Jr. and Julie, Eileen West and Alan, Marie 
Davis and Les, all of Moberly; a sister, Brenda Thompson and David of Fayette; nine 
grandchildren, several nieces, nephews, cousins and close friends 

 
 

Scripture-   Psalm  130:1,2 145:17-19 

     From the depths of my despair I call to you, Lord. Hear my cry, O Lord; 

     listen to my call for help! I wait eagerly for the Lord's help, and in 

     his word I trust. I wait for the Lord more eagerly than watchmen wait for 

     the dawn. 

     The Lord is righteous in all he does, merciful in all his acts. He is 

     near to those who call to him, who call to him with sincerity.  He 

     supplies the needs of those who homor him; he hears their cries and saves 

     them. 

Prayer- 

 

Message- 
     We have assembled ourselves here today as a memorial to Gary's life. We also meet to offer 

support and encouragement to his family.  Whenever death steps within the doors of our family 

and friends we are forced to pause and take a close look at life and its purpose.  Things change so 

quickly and completely.  In the twinkling of an eye  

 

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, When sorrows like sea billows 

roll Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, It is well with my soul. 

     Though Satan should buffet, tho trials should come, Let this blest 

assurrance control, That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate, And hath 

shed his own blood for my soul. 

     My sin O the bliss of this glorious thought My sin, not in part but the 

whole, Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more Praise the Lord, Praise 
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the Lord, O my soul! 

     And, Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight, the clouds be 

rolled back as a scroll: the trump shall resound and the Lord shall descend, 

Even so, It is well with my soul. 

 

Horatio Spafford was a Christian who suffered much in the tragic loss of 

family and estate sought some time away from trials when he sent his wife and 

four daughters by ship to Europe in 1873. Last minute business forced him to 

stay behind with plans to follow them in a few weeks. On November 22 the ship 

his wife and four daughters was aboard sunk in twelve minutes by a collision 

with an English ship. Several days later Spafford's wife cabled her husband, 

saved alone.  Shortly afterward Spafford left by ship to join his bereaved 

wife. At approximately the place where Spafford's daughters died such a tragic 

death he wrote the words to the familiar song It is Well with My Soul. 

 

     Today we have assembled also to find some of those basic principles that help us to find 

closure in this chapter of life and will guide us as we set out to begin new chapters in life.  

 

What do we do when someone we love goes to eternity without having a life style that embraces 

the church.   

 

First, we must be careful of our assumptions 

 Going to church doesn’t make you a Christian anymore than going to the zoo  

 makes you a monkey. 

 Neither does reading a Scripture at a memorial service make someone a saint.  

Gary is in the hands of a just and merciful God. God knows not only what we know about 

Gary, he knows all that has happened to make Gary the person he has been. It is not 

uncommon for soldiers that have seen activity duty military service to be skeptical in their 

faith. 

 

Second, Remember the lessons that our loved one has taught us.   

 Many good life principles have been taught by people that have not had all the  

 answers to life’s questions. 

 On the contrary some people even by poor decisions are able to impress us to  

 reconsider our current values and thus lead us to make major life   

 adjustments.  

 

 The Gospel of Luke describes two men that died, one went to heaven, one went to  

 torment.  In the story as Jesus tells it one is glad that he built his life around  

 a trust in God.  The other asks if he might come back to life and try to  

 convince his family to live and die with different priorities.  

Based on this Scripture, Gary I am sure, now that life’s trials are over, has seen how brief 

life is, he has seen the beginning and end of life, would emphasize to us today that there is 

nothing more important in life today than to define your relationship with God.” 
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Thirdly, remember three basic scriptural principles 

 

I. God is the Judge 

   God is Just, God is righteous, God is fair.   What is right in eternity shall be done! 

   Let us remember that it is never right for any man to make any pronouncements of any 

 other's destiny in heaven or hell.  

   God alone stands as judge over all of mankind. Many rash, unbiblical statements are made 

concerning the salvation or lack of salvation of those who have passed from this life.    

 

We are never to condone evil but rather to help others separate themselves from evil.  

If we knew all that God knows, only then could we be the judge. 

     As Genesis 18:25 says, "Shall not the judge of all the earth do right?" 

 

God is too good to be unfair and is too wise to make mistakes. 

 

So in facing this loss, we must be glad for the good times that we have enjoyed with Gary. We 

must treasure any good memories he has left us, and thank God for the good lessons we have 

learned. 

 

II. Jesus is the Way 

Loss such as this take place because Satan is alive and well. It is he who seeks to tear down and 

destroy.  He is the author of sin, sickness, death, and separation from God.   

Since the fall of man we have been subject to this sickness, and death, but Jesus has 

      victoriously taken the sting of death and made it the victorious door to 

      eternal life for the Christian. 

Amidst the death of one of Jesus friends he said. 

 "I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me will live, even 

 though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die." 

 

Just before Jesus death, resurrection, and assencion he said, "I am the Way 

 the Truth, and the Life, No man cometh to the father but through me." 

 

I have met those who have felt that if they lived life any different than their loved one that 

 died that they are saying their loved one has gone to eternity outside of Christ.   

 

REMEMBER- That nothing we do today can affect the eternity of our loved ones that  

 have gone on.  It is only wisdom to seek truth and live to the best of our ability to that    

measure of truth, even if it is a different measure than our loved ones.  

 

There is a way that brings hope beyond the grave. That way has been made clear 

and possible through Jesus. 

 

III. The Holy Spirit is our Peace 

     According to Romans 8:15,26  - For the Spirit that God has given those who receive the Son 

as Lord and Savior does not make you slaves and cause you to be afraid; instead, the Spirit makes 

you God's children, and by the Spirit's power we cry out to God, "Father! My Father! In the same 
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way the Spirit also comes to help us, weak as we are. For we do not know how we ought to pray; 

the Spirit himself pleads with God for us in groans that words cannot express”. 

 

The Holy Spirit is that personality that links us with the God of all comfort. 

His power calmed the winds and the waves. His power inabled Peter to walk on 

the deep. 

 

When sorrow comes as come it must,     We who would be his friends are dumb; 

In God a man must put his trust.        Words from our lips but feebly come; 

There is no power in mortal speech     We feel, as we extend our hands, 

The anguish of his soul to reach,       That one Power only understands 

No voice, however sweet and low,       And truly knows the reason why 

Can comfort him or ease the blow.      This Husband Father & Friend Must die. 

 

He cannot from his fellow men take     We realize how helpless then 

strength that will sustain him then.    Are all the gifts of mortal men. 

With all that kindly hands will do,     No words which we have power to say 

and all that love may offer, too,       Can take the sting of death away 

He must believe throughout the test    Only through time and faith can we 

God has willed it for the best.         That pray, hope, love, live and see. 

 

What are we then to do? 
     1. Remember 

          There is a righteous, just, and merciful judge. 

          There is a life made beautiful for now and in eternity to those who are the Lord's 

          There is a giver of peace amidst the storm for those that seek refuge. 

     2. Meet Jesus, the one who stands beside us in the time of need. 

     3. Philippians 4:4-8 

 

Pastoral Prayer 138 

        Eternal God, from whom we have come, to whom we return, before whose face pass all 

generations, in wisdom and mercy is our future, we bow before Your greatness. We thank you for 

the life of the one in whose memory we have met. Reward his goodness, be merciful with his 

shortcomings. We commit him to your care and take to heart the solemn responsibilities of living 

in union with Jesus Christ the savior and Redeemer. Amen. 
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Graveside 

     Psalm 23 
     Since the fall of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden man has been subject 

     to the appointment of death. No man has escaped of his own power, no 

     philosophy has protected him through it's teachings, and no religion has 

     delivered us by it's doctrines from the pain and sorrow of this mortal 

     curse. 

     But as we consider this common appointment to all mankind there remains 

     only one means of deliverance. The person of Jesus Christ can carry us 

     through the valley of the shadow of death, and this is why Jesus is 

     recorded in God's Word as saying, 

         "I am the resurrection, and the life, He who believes in me will 

         live, even though he dies." 

 

PRAYER- 

   In the midst of life we are in death; of whom may we seek succor, but thee 

O Lord? 

    For as much as it hath pleased the Almighty God to take out of this world 

our dear brother departed, we therefore commit his body to the ground; Ashes 

to ashes and dust to dust, and his spirit to the hands of our Lord and Savior; 

Remembering the grace and mercy vouchsafed to us in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

                                                         Amen 


