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Does the Bible Teach Baptism  
as a Part of Accepting the Gospel Message? 

 
1. People have been arguing over this issue for over 1,000 years.  We 

probably will not settle this argument to everyone’s satisfaction in one 
hour. 

2. Christians have allowed Satan to divide God’s greatest work force (the 
Church) for centuries over this issue as well as others.  

3. There are people that talk about Baptism so much it seems they miss 
many other important issues - more emphasis on the single act of baptism 
than the Bible gives. Could Jesus’ warning against emphasizing one 
doctrine to the neglect of another in Luke 11:42 be appropriate here? 

4. There are people who talk about Baptism much too little - less emphasis 
than the Bible gives. Could Jesus’ explanation of excluding a clearly 
defined doctrine because of ignorance of Scripture found in Mark 12:24  
be appropriate here? 

5. The more we rely on opinions and interpretations rather than Bible verses 
the less Biblical we become.  

6. Did Jesus and the Apostles include Baptism in their Gospel presentations? 
7. Did those that accepted the Gospel message immediately get baptized? 
8. Isn’t it possible to DO something that reasonably expresses a grateful 

obedience without regarding it as a justifiable payment and earning our 
Salvation? (In other words – signing an inheritance check or legal 
document of transference of ownership is required but does not indicate 
you ever did anything to earn the wealth.  It was a gift gratefully and 
legally accepted!) 

Eph 2:8-10 - For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith — and this 
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can 
boast. 10 For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good 

works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.  NIV 
 
9. The more we rely on “faith only” teachings, assuming faithful and grateful 

reactions are not necessary indicators of true salvation, the less biblical 
we become.  

James 2:14-24 - What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith 
but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? 15 Suppose a brother or sister is 
without clothes and daily food. 16 If one of you says to him, "Go, I wish you 
well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what 
good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, 
is dead.  18 But someone will say, "You have faith; I have deeds."  Show me 
your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do. 19 You 
believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that — and 
shudder.  20 You foolish man, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is 
useless? 21 Was not our ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what he did 
when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that his faith and his 
actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. 
23 And the scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was 
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credited to him as righteousness," and he was called God's friend. 24 You see 

that a person is justified by what he does and not by faith alone.  NIV 
 
Also see Rev. 3:1-3 & Rev. 3:19-21 
 

 
13 Scriptures that Make Me Ask 6 Questions 

 
Scripture #1 Eph 2:8-10 - For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith — and this 
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we 
are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 
advance for us to do.  
 
Question #1 Is it possible to be saved by grace through faith but not created 

(recreated) in Christ Jesus to do good works? 
Question #2 Does this Eph. 2:8-10 describe good works as earning our 

salvation or evidence that salvation has really taken place? 
Question #3 Is there a New Testament passage that refers to Baptism as an 

“outward symbol or sign of an inward reality?” 
 
Scripture #2 Col 2:9-12  NIV  For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10 

and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and 
authority. 11 In him you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful 
nature,not with a circumcision done by the hands of men but with the circumcision 
done by Christ, 12 having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him 
through your faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead.   

 
Col 2:9-13 NASU 9 For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form, 10 

and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and 
authority; 11 and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made 
without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of 
Christ; 12 having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised 
up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.    

 
(The purpose of this passage is not to equate a “sign” or “symbol” of 
saving faith in the Old Testament (namely circumcision) with a sign of 
saving faith in the New Testament (alleged by Calvinists to be baptism).  
Baptism (an event) is never described in Scripture as a “sign” or “symbol” 
of faithfulness as was circumcision (a condition). The purpose of this 
passage is to describe that the fullness of deity as given to us by Jesus is 
more than a symbol such as circumcision done by human hands.  The 
fullness of his deity is a new creation (2 Cor. 5:17; Gal. 6:15), a 
sincere heart (Heb. 10:23; 1 Pe. 1:22; 2 Tim. 2:22) , minds and 
hearts with His laws written on them (He. 8:10), the indwelling gift 
of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38; 10:45; He. 6:4; Rom. 8:11), people that 
want to be God’s people, and God to be their god (He. 8:10),  In other 
words people raised from the dead (Rom. 6:4; !  (a.k.a. “circumcision 
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done by Christ”) That’s what happened when you were buried with him in 
baptism and raised with him through your faith in the power of God, who 
raised him from the dead.    
 
Merrill C. Tenney Zondervan Pictoral Encyclopedia of the Bible. 
pg. 866 Circumcision. “Circumcision appears to have had a function 
among the Jews analogous to Christian baptism. It was a sign or symbol 
of purification and commitment to the covenantal relationship with God.”  
Pg. 868 “Paul declared circumcision was not to be the key symbol of the 
new covenant. What has replaced it? Baptism (Col. 2:8-15) may be 
interpreted as such.  Yet it suffers the same danger of becoming confused 
with that which it was meant to signify. Both Paul and the writer of 
Hebrews avoid this rather obvious identification.   
 
(If the author of 2/3 of the New Testament avoids making this 
comparison why is it regarded by many of today’s teachers/ 
preachers as appearing to be a good comparison?) 
 
God’s frustration with the “circumcision” of the OT was that it had become 
merely a religious identity rather than a symbol of the heart-felt 
faithfulness of Israel to the covenant.  

Scripture #3 Jer 4:4 - Circumcise yourselves to the LORD, circumcise your hearts, you men of 
Judah and  people of Jerusalem, or my wrath will break out and burn like fire 
because of the evil you have done — burn with no one to quench it.  NIV 

Scripture #4 Rom 2:29 -  No, a man is a Jew if he is one inwardly; and circumcision is 
circumcision of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the written code. Such a man's 
praise is not from men, but from God.  NIV 

 
Question #4 Are there any New Testament accounts (Acts through Revelation) 

of a conversion that demonstrates that there was not an immediate 
Baptism?  

 

Scripture #5 Acts 2:41  3,000 on Pentecost, Those who accepted his message were baptized , 
and about three thousand were added to their number that day.  NIV 

 
Scripture #6 Acts 8:12  Samaritans, But when they believed Philip as he preached the good 

news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized , 
both men and women. NIV 

 
Scripture #7 Acts 8:36-39  As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the 

eunuch said, "Look, here is water. Why shouldn't I be baptized ?"   38 And he 
gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into 
the water and Philip baptized him.  NIV 

 
Scripture #8 Acts 9:17-18 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands 

on Saul, he said, "Brother Saul, the Lord-Jesus, who appeared to you on the 
road as you were coming here — has sent me so that you may see again and be 
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filled with the Holy Spirit." 18 Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul's 
eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized , NIV 

Scripture #9 Acts 22:16 (Saul) And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and 
wash your sins away, calling on his name.'   

 
Scripture #10 Acts 10:47-48  Cornelius and his family, Then Peter said, 47 "Can anyone keep 

these people from being baptized with water? They have received the Holy Spirit 
just as we have." 48 So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.  NIV 

 
Scripture #11 Acts 16:13-15   One of those listening was a woman named Lydia, a dealer in 

purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord 
opened her heart to respond to Paul's message. 15 When she and the members 
of her household were baptized, she invited us to her home. "If you consider me 
a believer in the Lord," she said, "come and stay at my house." And she 
persuaded us. NIV 

 
Scripture #12 Acts 18:8   Crispus, the synagogue ruler, and his entire household believed in 

the Lord; and many of the Corinthians who heard him believed and were 
baptized. NIV 

 
Scripture #13 Acts 22:16 (Saul) And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and 

wash your sins away, calling on his name.'   
 

Question #5 What biblical, common sense reason do you have for not being 
baptized into Christ as soon as you decide to follow Jesus?  

 
Question #6 They say Baptism is a sacrament but not essential to salvation.  Is 

it possible to be married without having a wedding?  How then is it 
possible to be “born again” without dying and rising to new life without 
being baptized.  Romans 6:1-4  

 
It is important to distinguish between two questions concerning 

baptism: 
1. Can we know for a fact that a person who was not immersed did not go to 

heaven?   No, judging if someone is in heaven or in hell is not our call and 
none of us can go to heaven or hell and come back to report our findings.  
Eternal justice and mercy is Jesus’ alone to give, pronounce, and affirm.  
 

2. Does the Bible say we can be saved without being baptized (immersed)? 
No it doesn’t. To say so is to both add to and take away from Scripture.  1 
Pet. 3:21;  Mk. 16:16; Mt. 28:29-20; Ac. 2:38; 22:16 


