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1. In your experience of going into the military.  Is there a concept, task or commitment that 

before joining the military seemed inconceivable.  Now that you have learned to view this 

concept, task, or commitment differently by training, practicing and performing your role you 

can now comprehend it as not only conceivable, but even essential?  This Bible study will 

require you to shelve your current preconceptions and just look at the Scriptures.  Look at 

each one and then look at them collectively?  Then compile your conclusions to answer this 

question. Is it biblically accurate to say baptism is not part of the salvation process, message 

and experience?  

 

2. How did the Apostle Paul view circumcision?  (Many people compare baptism to circumcision – 

an outward sign of an inward reality. They allege that the inward reality is important and 

trusting in the outward sign is a work or idolatry. Question – does the Bible view baptism and 

circumcision similarly?) 

Rom 2:28-29  A man is not a Jew if he is only one outwardly, nor is circumcision merely outward 

and physical. 29 No, a man is a Jew if he is one inwardly; and circumcision is circumcision of the 

heart, by the Spirit, not by the written code. Such a man's praise is not from men, but from God.  

Gal 5:2-6  Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be 

of no value to you at all. 3 Again I declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he 

is obligated to obey the whole law. 4 You who are trying to be justified by law have been 

alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision 

nor uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through 

love. 

3. How did the Apostle Paul view works based salvation? 

Eph 2:8-10  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith — and this not from yourselves, 

it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.  

 

4. How did the Apostle Paul experience/view baptism/salvation/receiving the Holy Spirit? 

Acts 9:17-18  Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, 

"Brother Saul, the Lord-Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here — has 

sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit." 18 Immediately, something 

like scales fell from Saul's eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized, 

Acts 22:15-16   You will be his witness to all men of what you have seen and heard. 16 And now 

what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, calling on his name.'  

 

5. Doesn’t it make sense that if Paul was so opposed to circumcision and works based salvation 

that he would have never supported baptism if it was inevitably a similar concept? 



Rom 6:3-7  Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 

into his death? 4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, 

just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new 

life.   5 If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with 

him in his resurrection. 6 For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of 

sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin— 7 because anyone who 

has died has been freed from sin.  

Gal 3:26-27   You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, 27 for all of you who were 

baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.  

Eph 4:4-6   There is one body and one Spirit— just as you were called to one hope when you were 

called— 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and 

through all and in all.  

1 Cor 12:13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body — whether Jews or Greeks, 

slave or free — and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.   

6. How did the Apostle Paul view circumcision in light of baptism? 

Col 2:11-12  In him you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature, not with a 

circumcision done by the hands of men but with the circumcision done by Christ, 12 having been 

buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the power of God, who 

raised him from the dead.  

 

7. Is it biblically accurate to say baptism in no way saves us?  Is it possible to have a good 

conscience toward God without having been baptized? 

1 Peter 3:20-22 “God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it 

only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, 21 and this water symbolizes baptism 

that now saves you also — not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good 

conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ,”    

 

8. What visual pictures or concepts does Paul link to the baptism experience? 

Col. 2:12 “buried with him in baptism” 

Acts 22:16 “be baptized and wash your sins away” 

Gal. 3:26 “baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ 

Col. 2:11-12 “circumcision done by Christ, 12 having been buried with him in baptism” 

 

 

9. In light of all these Scriptures is it biblically most accurate to say we are saved “by” baptism, 

“through” baptism, “at” baptism, “with” baptism,  if and only if it is done in faith in Christ? 

 

10. In light of these Scriptures is it biblically possible to be saved without baptism? 



 

11. Much like other life inconceivable concepts becoming common knowledge it takes time and a 

process of backing out of one perspective and looking at as many related facts as possible 

without preconceived assumptions.  Allowing oneself to view the facts without preconceived 

assumptions is difficult but essential. 

 

12. This is not to say a person can not in any way be saved without being baptized. That is God’s 

call!  He wrote the rules and can apply them the way He sees best.   But to unwrite,  rewrite, 

twist or tweak what is written in Scripture in effort to make it more comfortable for our 

assumptions is wrong, foolish, arrogant and very dangerous.  Can a 4 star General interpret or 

preempt a field manual?  Can a Sergeant change the wording of a field manual without 

permission from his supervisors? 

 

13. If people view or treat their baptism as the Jews treated circumcision; namely boasting about 

it and trusting in the ritual without an inward “circumcision of the heart done by Jesus, 

because of our  faith in Him,” then the baptism is useless as was Jewish circumcision.  

 

   

 

 

 

 


