
 

April 13, 2015 
 
For the past couple of years, many of you in our church have joined our leadership in prayer that we might develop 
a progressive plan for eliminating our facility debt.   Our initial bond program was 52% funded by our own church 
members, and it was very successful in helping us relocate.  However, the financial climate of our country and 
community has changed in the past ten years, and we have moved forward to refinance and begin paying down our 
debt.   
 
Three things stand out to us now.  First, we closed this past week on our loan with County Bank. For the next 5 
years we have locked our loan into a 4.375% interest rate. While our payments are less, we will continue to make 
the same level of payments as we had budgeted for the bond program repayment schedule, and our leadership is 
determined to become more aggressive in paying down this debt. Next April we will launch a long-term 
stewardship campaign, aimed at eliminating that debt in five years.  Obviously, if you would like to contribute 
toward debt reduction, you can earmark a portion of your giving toward early principal payments on our debt. 
Second, our weekly offerings for this fiscal year are currently 7% below our budgeted needs (an average shortfall of 
about $800 per week).  This is not a crisis situation, but it will result in budget challenges if sustained throughout 
the rest of the fiscal year.  On May 3 we anticipate taking up a significant offering in effort to make up our current 
$22,000 deficit in contributions for the 2014-15 fiscal year.  Please consider how you and your family might be able 
to contribute on that Sunday.  
 
Over the next 4 weeks we are praying, reading and preaching about the spiritual discipline of stewardship in our 
series on "Money Matters".  We are asking CARE group leaders to utilize the CARE sheets, which will emphasize 
eight biblical principles that can help us simplify our lives.  In each study, we will contrast Satan's views and God's 
views regarding our hearts, our thought life, and our lifestyle.  It's more about our hearts than our wallets, but 
make no mistake about it, they will be about:  

 
Lastly, many of us over the next couple of weeks will be receiving information regarding our bonds.  For those 
church members who have also been investors, you have earned good interest on the principal you invested, and it 
will be paid back to you shortly.  Some of you have expressed an intent to give a portion of that accrued interest to 
the church.  If you desire to do so, the May 3rd offering would be an excellent time since we’ll be looking at ministry 
budgets and expenses that may need to be cut in the latter part of this budget year.  Also, this is a good time for all 
of us to think about our stewardship priorities. Does our lifestyle reflect our spiritual values?  This isn't just about 
giving to the church; it is a call to simplify our lives and free ourselves from an unquenchable thirst for more things, 
obligations and unnecessary commitments.  Let's anticipate what God is going to do in His church and in our lives. If 
you have a question, contact any one of our elders or ministers.  We will do our best to answer you concerns.  
 
Blessings! 
 
Doug Delp 
Sr. Minister 


