
This Study’s Three-fold Purpose 

1. To lead me through a Bible study that emphasizes how I can re-
spond to God’s goodness by becoming a better steward of what 
He has given me. 

2. To inspire long-time members, new members, and regular attenders 
to give serious consideration to a greater level of commitment 
to Christ’s Kingdom through this church’s ministry. 

3. To help fortify the 2015 budgeted income preventing any 
planned ministries from receiving cutbacks.   



1. AN IMPORTANT KEY TO DISCERNING GOD‘S WILL CONCERNING YOUR STEW-

ARDSHIP IS TO EXAMINE YOUR ATTITUDES ABOUT “STUFF.”    

 a.  Use the Scriptures below to help determine your attitude toward  God , His 

  Word, and His Will in your life concerning possessions.    

 b.   Matthew 6:19-24;  Luke 18:18-23;  Matthew 5:23,24 

 C.  Circle the words that best fit your attitude(s) before this study: Joyful, discour-

  aged, overwhelmed, confident, entitled, guilty, progressive, manipulated, com

  mitted 

             

2. THERE ARE TWO BASIC APPROACHES TO GIVING     

 a.  One can give based on REASON.  This means you look at what you have, fig-

  ure  out what is reasonable and commit that amount to give.  

 b. Or one can give based on FAITHFUL COMMITMENT.  This means you deter

  mine your giving by praying, “Lord, what do YOU want to give through me?” 

  This requires personal reflection , Bible study, and prayer.  

          

3. SUGGESTED STEPS FOR DETERMINING GOD‘S WILL INCLUDE…  

 a. Begin by praying every day, “Lord, I believe that everything I have is from 

  You! I am convinced you want my heart not just the money, you want me 

  focused, content and generous  Please show me how to think as a good 

  steward.”  Give yourself time.  You’ll find that the longer you genuinely pray 

  “Show me how,”  the more God will lead you in stewardship. 

 b.  Plan two or three family meetings over the next couple weeks.  Ask your 

  family members to be thinking of  ideas of how to cut unnecessary costs to 

  enable your family to give more to God’s work through Timber Lake Church. 

  Be sure to involve the children!  In your family meetings,  after studying 

  the Scriptures, discuss and fill out the “Personal Inventory” on page 6 of this 

  outline.  Be careful not to minimize your children’s ideas. (Remember the 

  widow’s mite?)      
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NIV 
 

I King 5:5  I intend, therefore, to build a temple 
for the Name of the LORD my God, as the LORD 
told my father David, when he said, 'Your son 
whom I will put on the throne in your place will 
build the temple for my Name.'   
 
Matt 9:36-37  When he saw the crowds, he had 
compassion on them, because they were har-
assed and helpless, like sheep without a shep-
herd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, "The har-
vest is plentiful but the workers are few.   
 
Rom 13:7-8  Give everyone what you owe him: If 
you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then reve-
nue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. 
8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the 
continuing debt to love one another, for he who 
loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law. 
 
2 Cor 8:11-12  Now finish the work, so that your 
eager willingness to do it may be matched by 
your completion of it, according to your means. 
12 For if the willingness is there, the gift is ac-
ceptable according to what one has, not accord-
ing to what he does not have. 
 
******************************************* 
Exod 25:1-2  The LORD said to Moses, 2 "Tell 
the Israelites to bring me an offering. You are to 
receive the offering for me from each man whose 
heart prompts him to give.  
 
Exod 35:4-5  Moses said to the whole Israelite 
community, "This is what the LORD has com-
manded: 5 From what you have, take an offering 
for the LORD. Everyone who is willing is to bring 
to the LORD an offering of gold, silver and 
bronze;  
 
Exod 35:20-24  Then the whole Israelite commu-
nity withdrew from Moses' presence,  21 and 
everyone who was willing and whose heart 
moved him came and brought an offering to the 
LORD for the work on the Tent of Meeting, for all 
its service, and for the sacred garments. 22 All 
who were willing, men and women alike, came 
and brought gold jewelry of all kinds: brooches, 
earrings, rings and ornaments. They all present-
ed their gold as a wave offering to the LORD. 23 
Everyone who had blue, purple or scarlet yarn or fine linen, 
or goat hair, ram skins dyed red or hides of sea cows 
brought them. 24 Those presenting an offering of silver or 

 

 

1 What are some reasons which 

motivate you to give to the min-

istry of this church? (list positive 

things about T.L.C.C. that these 

Scriptures might bring to mind) 

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________ 

2 What attitudes does God like to 

see demonstrated in one’s life of 

stewardship? 

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

A Bible Study  
What does the Bible say about my decision to give?  
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bronze brought it as an offering to the LORD, and everyone 
who had acacia wood for any part of the work brought it.  
 
Exod 35:29  All the Israelite men and women who were 
willing brought to the LORD freewill offerings for all the work 
the LORD through Moses had commanded them to do.  
  
1 Chr 29:17  I know, my God, that you test the heart and are 
pleased with integrity. All these things have I given willingly 
and with honest intent. And now I have seen with joy how 
willingly your people who are here have given to you.  
 
1 Cor 13:3   if I give all I possess to the poor and surrender 
my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing. 
 
2 Cor 9:7  Each man should give what he has decided in his 
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver. 
 
******************************************* 
2 Sam 24:24  But the king replied to Araunah, "No, I insist 
on paying you for it. I will not sacrifice to the LORD my God 
burnt offerings that cost me nothing." So David bought the 
threshing floor and the oxen and paid fifty shekels of silver 
for them. 
 
1 Chr 21:24  But King David replied to Araunah, "No, I insist 
on paying the full price. I will not take for the LORD what is 
yours, or sacrifice a burnt offering that costs me nothing." 
 
Mark 12:41-44  Jesus sat down opposite the place where 
the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their 
money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in 
large amounts. 42 But a poor widow came and put in two 
very small copper coins, worth only a fraction of a penny. 43 
Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, "I tell you the truth, 
this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the 
others. 44 They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of 
her poverty, put in everything-- all she had to live on." 
 
******************************************* 
Rom 12:1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's 
mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and 
pleasing to God-- this is your spiritual act of worship. 
 
2 Cor 8:3-5  For I testify that they gave as much as they 
were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their 
own, 4 they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of 
sharing in this service to the saints.5 And they did not do as 
we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and 
then to us in keeping with God's will. 
 
******************************************* 
1 Chr 29:1-3  Then King David said to the whole assembly: 
"My son Solomon, the one whom God has chosen, is young 

____________________________

____________________________ 

3 Judging by your “treasure” 

where is your “heart” headed? 

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________ 

4 What does a “sacrificial“ com-

mitment require of a faithful 

steward? 

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________ 

“For where your  
treasure is, there your 
heart will be also”  

    —Luke 12:34 
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5 What would you be willing to 

do in order to become a more 

committed steward at  T.L.C.C.? 

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________ 

and inexperienced. The task is great, because this palatial 
structure is not for man but for the LORD God. 2 With all my 
resources I have provided for the temple of my God-- gold 
for the gold work, silver for the silver, bronze for the bronze, 
iron for the iron and wood for the wood, as well as onyx for 
the settings, turquoise, stones of various colors, and all 
kinds of fine stone and marble-- all of these in large quanti-
ties.  3 Besides, in my devotion to the temple of my God I 
now give my personal treasures of gold and silver for the 
temple of my God, over and above everything I have provid-
ed for this holy temple: 
 
Acts 2:44-45  All the believers were together and had every-
thing in common. 45 Selling their possessions and goods, 
they gave to anyone as he had need. 
 
Acts 4:32-37  All the believers were one in heart and mind. 
No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, 
but they shared everything they had. 33 With great power 
the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all. 34 There 
were no needy persons among them. For from time to time 
those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the 
money from the sales 35 and put it at the apostles' feet, and 
it was distributed to anyone as he had need. 36 Joseph, a 
Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas 
(which means Son of Encouragement), 37 sold a field he 
owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles' 
feet. 
 
2 Cor 8:1-4  And now, brothers, we want you to know about 
the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches.  2 
Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their 
extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3 For I testify 
that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond 
their ability. Entirely on their own, 4 they urgently pleaded 
with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the 
saints. 

________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________
_______________________ 

“LORD, what do YOU want 
to do through ME that will 

help this church make a  
greater difference in our 

community? 
 
 

What do YOU want to do 
through this church that MY 
lack of commitment and fi-
nancial support may be pre-

venting? 
Amen.” 
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INCOME… What would 10% of our household in-

come total?  Can I  begin giving a tithe (10%)?  Is 

my giving to the general fund consistent supporting 

our ongoing ministry and a reasonable proportion of 

our income?  Is it time to go beyond the tithe?  >>> 

TIME & TALENT…What can I do over the next few 

years to generate additional income that will help us 

at Timber Lake  grow in ministry?  >>> 

ASSETS…What item(s) of value do I own (real es-

tate, stocks, bonds, personal possessions, etc.) that 

I can sell in order to give a one time gift that can 

help pay  down our facility debt?  >>> 

INCOME PRODUCING ASSETS…What income 

could I dedicate from rental properties, stocks, 

bonds, certificates of deposit, interest bearing ac-

counts, etc.?  >>>  

SACRIFICE…What can I give up, do without, post-

pone, or alter in order to help us reach new levels of 

ministry ?  >>> 

INVESTMENTS… How can I adjust my estate  

planning to support the ministry of the church even 

after I’m gone?  >>> 

____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________ 

____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________ 

____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________ 

____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________ 

____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________ 

____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________ 

 

A Personal Inventory 
Consider these options as you look for ways God  might enable you to give. 
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